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Who’s 
Watching 
Over Them?

GorillaCam - Save a Species



Track mountain gorillas in the palm of your hand... 

Peer through the mists into the lair of the mountain king, climb the lush green slopes of 
the Bwindi Impenetrable Forest in search of those large charismatic mammals Dian 

Fossey called "the greatest of the great apes" Just tap the gorilla-cam app.

For US$ 260,000, including a year's operating cost, Global 
Changemaker, in partnership with WildLIGHT and Uganda Wildlife 

Authority, will install 20 high-definition web cameras in an 
area of the gorilla habitat about two square kilometres in 
size, allowing for close field of observation. Using non-
invasive technology powered by green energy, they will 

film the daily activity of a wild gorilla group.

 Bwindi Impenetrable Forest in Uganda boasts one of the 
greatest concentrations of biodiversity in the world, including 

chimpanzee, 9 species of monkey, and over 300 bird species. 
Needless to say, there will always be plenty of activity to watch.

Conservation Content

In 2009 the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA) launched 
Friend a Gorilla, a pioneering social network campaign 
aimed at promoting tourism and conservation in Uganda. 
Although cutting edge at the time, today there are many 

similar schemes, 
making it difficult 
to captivate gorilla friends with tweets and posts alone. 
The GorillaCam Project will enhance Friend a Gorilla with 
new enriched features, offering pay-per-view content to 
gorilla friends across the globe, creating a new income 
stream for Uganda’s national parks and game reserves. 

Global Changemaker, will maintain ownership of the 
content, and in turn use the footage to promote green 
energy solutions for off-the-grid communities in the 
developing world, in particular those living next to 
protected areas.
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http://www.ugandawildlife.org/visitor-guide-2/travel-responsibly/friend-a-gorilla11
http://www.ugandawildlife.org/visitor-guide-2/travel-responsibly/friend-a-gorilla11


Meet the Roundstones
Nkuringo in south-western Uganda is an 
ideal location to launch this project. 
Perched on a high ridge overlooking the 
national park, the village remains off the 
power grid yet is also a burgeoning spot for 
gorilla trekking, and boasts a range of 
accommodation - including the high-end 
Clouds Mountain Gorilla Lodge which 
contributes some of its profits to the village 
association.

Nkuringo means 'round stone' and takes its 
name from a small hill at the edge of the 
forest, as does the group of mountain 
gorillas that range through the valley. With 
ranging patterns that are among the most predictable of the Bwindi gorilla groups, Nkuringo is 
an ideal group to follow with gorilla-cams. Their range is also near UWA's ranger post, where the 
equipment will be monitored.

All cameras will be secured high in the trees and operate constantly with night-vision capability, 
linked wirelessly through transmitters, each with 
its own source of power. Zinc-air fuel cells are 
ideal as they operate for about 6 to 8 weeks 
before the anodes need replacing. They can be 
exchanged for a new set and then refurbished 
at the ranger post. 

The cameras will stream live pictures to the 
ranger post, where they'll be stored on a server. 
A ranger trained in video editing will regularly 
examine the footage and upload the good stuff 
to both UWA and Global Changemaker. 

In addition TrailGuard ™ camera-trap technology will be deployed in the forest, 
allowing rangers to go on the offensive against poachers without them knowing it.

Trees will grow and leaves will begin to cover the equipment. Black and white colobus monkeys 
may toy with the cameras from time to time. Accordingly the rangers will need to have a clear 
idea where the installations are located. A large aerial map will show the positions of the 
cameras. They can also use the map to reference the movements of the gorillas. All cameras will 
have a GPS signal for location identification. However in order to ensure the safety of the wildlife 
seen on camera this information will have to remain out of the public domain, and the footage 
broadcast only after an enforced delay.

Nkuringo village. Click here to locate it in Google Maps.

Safari the former silverback of Nkuringo
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GorillaCams will reinforce protection of the 
mountain gorillas, providing valuable 

scientific data about their behaviour and 
contributing to their survival.

https://maps.google.com/?ll=-1.10605,29.58800&z=15&t=h
https://maps.google.com/?ll=-1.10605,29.58800&z=15&t=h
http://gorillalandsafaris.blogspot.com/2013/03/gorilla-ambassadors.html
http://gorillalandsafaris.blogspot.com/2013/03/gorilla-ambassadors.html
http://gorillalandsafaris.blogspot.com/2013/03/gorilla-ambassadors.html
http://gorillalandsafaris.blogspot.com/2013/03/gorilla-ambassadors.html
http://wildlandsecurity.org/technology/
http://wildlandsecurity.org/technology/


Turning on the Lights
Encountering wild mountain gorillas with one tap of the finger, streaming images from the jungle 
to the palm of your hand, gaining new insights into great ape behaviour, ensuring their survival. 
These are all compelling reasons to support this project. But there’s more.

Gorilla-cams are powered by 12 Volt Zinc-air fuel cells, an unsung 
hero of green energy which has absolutely no carbon footprint. As 
well as powering the cameras in the forest Global Changemaker will 
endeavour to supply fuel cells to up to 200 Nkuringo homes. They 
cost less than kerosene, have no negative impact on the environment, 
plus the left-over zinc oxide can be sold as a high grade fertilizer. And 
they work 24/7, providing not only light but electricity for sewing 
machines, TVs, mobile phone chargers, and anti-mosquito devices. 

Add internet connectivity and the range of products available to villages will include medical 
apps, edtech, social change apps, and so much more. The multiplier effect is vast. Meantime 
subscribers around the world can browse locally-made fair-trade goods and find out more about 
the good people of Nkuringo, while watching the Roundstones knuckle-walk between the trees.
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Global Changemaker is a game-changing green energy company founded by Rolf 
Papsdorf, a South African inventor and entrepreneur. He and Canadian gorilla 
conservationist Greg Cummings believe GorillaCams will demonstrate the capacity for 
green energy to overcome a host of challenges in the developing world.

Their aim is to establish a one-stop wildlife conservation and sustainable development 
shop, supplying green energy to off-the-grid communities in remote areas by using 
webcams to monitor nearby wildlife habitats and endangered species. 

If you would like to know more please contact 
Greg Cummings at wildlightconsultancies@gmail.com

Moreover, you can watch the YouTube video and visit the blog

CLICK TO DONATE ONLINE!

http://
pinterest.
com/
gorillalan

https://
twitter.co
m/
GlobalCh

https://
www.face
book.com
/pages/

http://
changemakerreport.blo
gspot.com/

WildLIGHT Ltd
P.O.Box 5235

Kampala, Uganda
Tel: +256 779 829 967

http://www.aedc.co.za/fuel_cells_1.htm
http://www.aedc.co.za/fuel_cells_1.htm
mailto:wildlightconsultancies@gmail.com?subject=GorillaCam%20Project
mailto:wildlightconsultancies@gmail.com?subject=GorillaCam%20Project
http://youtu.be/BH53XrYl36A
http://youtu.be/BH53XrYl36A
http://changemakerreport.blogspot.com/
http://changemakerreport.blogspot.com/
https://www.fundraise.com/wild-light-ltd/gorilla-cams-save-a-species
https://www.fundraise.com/wild-light-ltd/gorilla-cams-save-a-species
http://pinterest.com/gorillaland/global-changemaker/
http://pinterest.com/gorillaland/global-changemaker/
http://pinterest.com/gorillaland/global-changemaker/
http://pinterest.com/gorillaland/global-changemaker/
http://pinterest.com/gorillaland/global-changemaker/
http://pinterest.com/gorillaland/global-changemaker/
http://pinterest.com/gorillaland/global-changemaker/
http://pinterest.com/gorillaland/global-changemaker/
https://twitter.com/GlobalChangemak
https://twitter.com/GlobalChangemak
https://twitter.com/GlobalChangemak
https://twitter.com/GlobalChangemak
https://twitter.com/GlobalChangemak
https://twitter.com/GlobalChangemak
https://twitter.com/GlobalChangemak
https://twitter.com/GlobalChangemak
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Changemaker/159366120914898
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Changemaker/159366120914898
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Changemaker/159366120914898
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Changemaker/159366120914898
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Changemaker/159366120914898
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Changemaker/159366120914898
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Changemaker/159366120914898
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Global-Changemaker/159366120914898
http://changemakerreport.blogspot.com/
http://changemakerreport.blogspot.com/
http://changemakerreport.blogspot.com/
http://changemakerreport.blogspot.com/
http://wildlightconsultancies.blogspot.com
http://wildlightconsultancies.blogspot.com
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“I think it is a good idea and could be particularly 
important for UWA and the ministry in trying to 
promote Ugandan tourism.” 

- Scott DeLisi, US ambassador to Uganda

“That's exce!ent news on Gori!aCam.” 
- Peter Gabriel, musician

“We!, it looks very interesting, Greg! And I can see that a 
whole load of work has gone into this already.”

- Brian May, musician

“Looks like a fun proposal. I like the mix of support for 
gori!a conservation and the provision of in"astructure 
for local communities. And I like the idea that it could be 
self-funding a%er one year. Increasingly donors are looking 
for that.” 
- Ian Stewart, co-founder of WIRED magazine

“The gori!a cam idea is bri!iant.” 
- John Vidal, The Guardian environment editor


