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Welcome to Nga’Moru!

In the language of the Karamajong, the principal tribe 
in this region, Nga’Moru means ‘the place of rocks’. 
Because our camp is located on the perimeter of the 
national park, we often get visited by wild animals. 
Consequently, it is essential that you remain 
attentive at all times, stick to the short grass, and 
do not move across the grounds after dark without 
the assistance of a member of staff.

Sightings from camp include hartebeest, waterbuck, 
reedbuck, zebra, giraffe, elephant, lion, and buffalo. 
Buffalo regularly graze in the high rocky grounds of 
Nga'Moru, as do oribi, warthog, and duiker. 

Kidepo Valley National Park is 1,442 square 
kilometres in size, with an altitudinal range of 
914-1220 metres. The park boasts significant wildlife 
populations and many species of large mammals 
which are found nowhere else in Uganda. We would 
have liked to have provided you with a bird checklist, 
but with well over 400 species - including nine 
raptors - the list is just too long!

We hope you enjoy your stay.

BUFFALOS weigh up 
to 775 kilogrammes, 
measure about one and a 
half metres at the 
shoulder and carry 
massive, heavily bossed 
horns. Buffalos are 
exclusively grazers and 
spend more time feeding 
at night than during the 
day. This may be 
because they have a poor ability to regulate their body 
temperature and must therefore avoid too much 
activity during the heat of the day. As they need to 
drink regularly and are especially fond of wallowing, 
buffalos tend to stay close to water.

A buffalo herd is a cohesive unit with a well 
established social hierarchy, each animal knowing its 
status in relation to each other. Females form the core 
of the herd and bulls leave and rejoin the herd at will. 
The bulls’ movements seem to be linked to mating 
behaviour. In the dry season when fewer female come 
on heat, older bulls leave and form bachelor herds.

Acknowledgment to the African Wildlife Foundation
 and Lonely Planet’s Watching Wildlife for wildlife facts

Wildlife data based on Uganda Wildlife Authority’s 
1995 census of the Park



Date Zone Species Notes

Aardvark

Aardwolf

African 
elephant

African Wild 
cat

Banded 
Mongoose

Bat-eared fox

Black-backed 
Jackal

Date Zone Species Notes

Your Own Observations:
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Date Zone Species Notes

Bohor 
Reedbuck

Burchell’s 
Zebra

Bush pig

Bushbuck

Cape buffalo

Caracal

Cheetah

Date Zone Species Notes

Spotted 
Hyena

Topi

Uganda Kob

Vervet 
monkey

Warthog

White tailed 
Mongoose

Yellow-
spotted Rock 
hyrax

Zorilla
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CARACALS are 
robustly built and 
medium-sized, with 
hindquarters somewhat 
higher than its 
shoulders. Its coat is 
short, dense and soft, 
and colour ranges from 
pale yellowish-fawn to 
rich brick-red, with 
animals from drier 
regions tending to be 
paler than those from high rainfall regions. Caracals 
are mainly nocturnal but also crepuscular where 
undisturbed, and solitary. They stalk striped ground 
squirrels and ground birds.The males appear to be 
territorial and their home ranges overlap those of at 
least one and usually two, or more females.

AARDWOLF’S small, 
peg-like teeth are 
adapted to a highly 
specialised diet 
consisting almost 
exclusively of termites, 
including species that 
other termite specialists 
rarely touch because 
they squirt noxious 
chemicals as a defence. 
No other termite eaters 
consume so many either: an aardwolf in a typical 
night spends up to six hours lapping up around 
250,000 termites. Watch for this usually solitary 
animal on heavily grazed and trampled grassland with 
lots of termite mounds, walking in a zigzag with head 
low to the ground as it listens for termites moving 
about on the surface. Primarily nocturnal and 
crepuscular but active on overcast days in areas of 
low disturbance.

RARE SIGHTINGS: You may be lucky enough to 
see Greater kudu and Roan antelope.

BURNING: Visitors are often perturbed by the sight 
of numerous grass fires, which spread through 
Kidepo and surrounding areas during the dry season. 
To prevent severe damage, Park authorities carry out 
controlled burning.

MEAL TIMES AT CAMP 
Breakfast 7 am - 9 am

Lunch*  1 pm
Dinner  7:30 pm

* if you need a boxed lunch for your game drive please let a 
member of staff know the night before
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LIONS are often found 
near the Narus River 
because they need to 
drink regularly and 
because they frequent 
areas of the Park where 
prey species 
congregate. When you 
find a pride of lions 
they are most likely to 
be resting, as lions 
spend a large part of 

their day doing this. If they are awake, they may be 
licking, grooming, playing and greeting one another. 
Lions greet upon waking and whenever they meet 
after being separated. A cub greets its mother by 
rubbing the top of its head and then the whole body 
and tail under her chin.

Lion prides consist of a core of related females: 
mothers, daughters, sisters, cousins and aunts. These 
groups of females have a large territorial range within 
which they capture prey and raise their cubs. 

The role of male lions is very different. A band of 
male lions, often brothers, have a range which they 
mark, patrol and defend. Within this range may live 
one or more prides of females and the males will join 
these prides and mate with any receptive females.

CHEETAHS are only 
found in Kidepo in 
Uganda. Charismatic 
and least catlike of the 
big cats, they usually 
hunt shortly after 
dawn, resting up in the 
long grass during the 
heat of the day and 
resuming the hunt in 
the late afternoon. 
Much time is spent 
moving surreptitiously 
into position before bursting from cover and running 
down prey - shadowing its jinks, then tripping it up 
or knocking it off balance. The cheetah’s incredible 
burst of speed can reach 112 kilometres per hour 
(during which it takes 7 metre-long bounds), but can 
be maintained for only 200 to 300 metres; cheetahs 
try to get within 30 to 50 metres before attacking.

Cheetahs are generally solitary, although males 
sometimes live in small groups that can last for years. 
Females raise their young alone, caring for them for 
up to two years, and even going without food to 
ensure they eat. Unlike other cats, which have innate 
hunting skills, cubs must learn how to stalk and catch 
prey.
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Date Zone Species Notes

Patas 
Monkey

Roan 
Antelope

Rothschild’s 
Giraffe

Rusty 
Spotted 
Genet

Serval

Side striped 
Jackal

Sitatunga

Small-
spotted 
Genet

Date Zone Species Notes

Common 
Duiker

Common 
Eland

Dafassa 
waterbuck

Dwarf 
mongoose

East African 
Civet

East African 
Rock Hyrax

Egyptian 
Mongoose

Grant’s 
Gazelle
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Date Zone Species Notes

Greater kedu

Ground 
Pangolin

Gunther’s 
Did-Dik

Hartebeest

Honey 
Badger

Hunting dog

Klipspringer

Leopard

Date Zone Species Notes

Lesser kedu

Lion

Mountain 
Reedbuck

Nile 
crocodile

Olive baboon

Oribi

Ostrich

Oryx
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BURCHELL’S ZEBRA 
move in large 
aggregations, which 
consist of family units 
each containing a stallion 
and up to a dozen females 
and young, and bachelor 
herds of mainly immature 
males. Each family is 
controlled by a stallion, 
who defends it both 
against potential rivals 

and predators. Mares also cooperate in defending the 
family and especially protect foals, which are born in 
all months except during the dry season. 

The AFRICAN 
ELEPHANT is larger 
than its Asiatic cousin 
and has a sloping as 
opposed to a straight 
back and much larger 
ears. If you see a herd of 
elephants it is most likely 
to be either an all male 
group or a family unit. 
Like the baboon and the 
lion, the social system of 
the elephant is based on close family kin. Daughters 
remain in the same family as their mothers and 
grandmothers, while males leave once they reach 
adolescence. The young males then frequent non 
permanent bachelor groups which often change 
composition.

If you watch a female herd you may be able to spot the 
matriarch. This is usually the oldest and largest animal 
who acts as the leader, particularly during defence 
when she will govern the course of action. Elephants 
can live up to 60 years and a female may give birth by 
the time she is 13 years old. The gestation period for 
elephants is 22 month. When a baby elephant (just 
about 80 cm high) is born, the whole herd is attentive 
to it and will be very protective, especially against 
lions.

Look for LEOPARDS 
in the branches of trees, 
where they rest during 
the heat of the day. They 
often carry their prey up 
into the branches in 
order to get it out of the 
reach of lions, hyenas 
and, to a lesser extent, 
vultures. 

Leopards are solitary 
creatures, the male only associating with the female 
when she is in season.
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